
Purposeful Philanthropy Guide

Why is philanthropy important to me? 

Who has been the greatest inspiration in my 
philanthropic journey? 

Thus far, what gift has brought me the most joy and why? 

Thus far, what gift do I believe has had the greatest 
impact and why? 

What values do I want reflected in my 
philanthropy?

What principals will guide how I engage in 
charitable giving?

What am I most grateful for in life and how 
will those points of gratitude be represented 
in my gifts of time, talent, or treasure?

ISSUES/ORGANIZATIONS 
OF GREATEST INTEREST

MY PHILANTHROPIC MISSION STATEMENT: 

BEGIN WITH WHY GUIDING REFLECTIONS

1

4

2

5

3



A letter to myself … A letter to my heirs …

 ENVISION what difference-making and joy-filled 
philanthropy could look like in your future. 

 IMAGINE what impact you would like to have. 

 CONSIDER what values and principles you would like 
reflected in your philanthropic investments. 

 CAPTURE the story you would like shared with future 
generations and those you care about. 

In my philanthropic journey, where do I want to be a year from now? 

Who do I need to reach out to? 

What do I need to further consider? 

What barriers do I feel exist? 

What are my next steps and what is my timeframe for 
accomplishing them?

•	 Family members?

•	 Financial advisor?

•	 Attorney?

•	 Peer philanthropists?

•	 Trusted nonprofit partners?

•	 Issue experst/resources?
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ENVISIONING MY PHILANTHROPIC LEGACY 
MOVING FORWARD WITH PURPOSE

MY TABLE How does my table need to 
be expanded or adjusted?


